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Quicquid agunt Homines noftri Farvago Libelii. 





, From Thurfday April 21. to Saturday April 23. 1709. 


Will's Coffee-houfe, April 22. a, 
Am juft come from vifitiig Sappho, a fine 
Lady, who writes Verfes, fings, dances, and 
can fay and do whatever the pleafes, without 
the Imputation of any Thing that can injure 
her Character ; for fhe is fo well known to have 
noPaffion, but Self-love; or Folly, but Affectation ; 
that now upon any Occafion, they only cry, 
Tis her Way, and, That's folike her, without further 
Reflection. As I came into the Room, the cries, 
Oh! Mr. Bickerfaff, 1 am_utterly undone! I have 
broke that pretty dalian Fan I thow’d you when 
you were here laft, wherein were fo admirabl 
drawn our Firft Parents in Paradife afleep in eac 
other’s Arms. But. there is fuch an Affinity be- 
tween Painting and Poetry, that I have been im- 
proving the Images which were raisd by that 
Picture, by reading the fame Reprefentation in 
Two of our greatelt Poets. Look you, here are the 
Paflages in Milton and in Dryden, All Milton's 
Thoughts are wonderfully juft and natural, in this 
inimitable Defcription which Adam makes of him- 
felf in the Eighth Book of Paradife Lof. But there 
is none of ‘em finer than that contained in the 
following Lines, where he tells us his Thoughts 
when he was falling afleep a little after his Crea- 
tion. 


While thus I call'd, and fray Iknow not whither, 
From whence I firft drew Air, and firft beheld 
This happy Light ; when Anfwer none return'd, 
On a green fhady Bank, projufe of Flowers, 
- Penjive I fat me down, there gentle Sleep 
Firft found me, and with foft Oppreffion pes 
My drowned Senfe, untroubled, tho’ I thought 
I then was paffing to my former State, 
Infenfible, and forthwith to diffolve. 


But now I can’t forgive this odious Thing ; this 
Dryden, who has given my, Great-Grandmother Eve 
the fame Apprehenfion of Annihilation, in his 
State of Innocence, on a very different Occafion, as 

. Adam pronounces it of himielf, when ke was feiz’d 
with a pleafing kind of Stupor and Deadnets; Eve 
fancics her felt falling away, and diflolving in the 
Hurry of a Rapture. However, the Verfes are ve- 
ry good, and 1 don’t know butit may be natural 
what the fays. Vl read ‘em. 


When your kind Eyes lock’d languifbing on mine, 

And wreathing Arms did foft Embraces join, 

AA doubtful Trembling feizd me firft all oer, 

Then Wifbes, and a Warmth unknown before ; 

What follow'd was all Extafy and Trance, 

Immortal Pleafures round my fwimming Eyes did dance, 
And fpcechlejs Foys, in whofe fweet Tumults taj, 

I thought my Breath and my New Being loft. 


She went on, and faid a Thoufand good Things 
at Random, but fo ftrangely mix’d, that you would 
be apt to fay, All her Witis_meer good Luck, and 
not the Effect of Reafon aad Judgment. When I 
made my Efcape hither, I found a Gentleman play- 
ing, the Critick on Two other great Poets, even 
Virgil and Homer. He was obferving, that: Virgil 
‘is more judicious than the other in the Bpithets he 
gives hi: Heroc. Homer's ufual Epithet, faid he, is 
tlodzs dws OF Mod%eqne, and his Indifcretion has 
been often rallied by the Criticks, for mentioning 
the Nimblenefs of Foot in Achilles, tho’ he detcribes 
him ftanding, fitting, lying down, fighting, eating, 
drinking, or in any other Circumttance, however 





foreign or repugnant to Speed and Activity. Vir- 
e common Epithet to e4neas is Pius or Pater. 

have therefore confider’d, what Paffage there is 
in any of his Hero's Actions, where either of thefe 
Appellations would have been moft improper, to 
fee if 1 could catch him at the fame Fault with 
Homer: And this, I think, is his Meeting with 
Dido in the Cave, where Pius e£neas would have 
been abfurd, and Pater eZneas a Burlefque: The 
Poet has therefore wifely drop’d ’em both for Dux 
Trojanus. 


Speluncam Dido, Dux G Trojanus eandem 
Deveniunt, 


_. Which he has repeated twice in Funo’s Speech and 
his own Narration: For he very well knew, a loote 
Action might be confiftent enough with the uiual 
Manners of a Soldier, tho’ it became neither the 
Chaftity of a Pious Man, nor the Gravity of the 
Father of a People. 


Grecian Coffee-honfe, April 22: 

While other Parts of the Town are amus'd with 
the prefent Actions, we generally ipend the Evening 
at this Table in Inquiries into Antiquity, and 
think any Thing News which gives us new Know- 
ledge. Thus we zre making a very pleafant Enter- 
tainment to our felves, in putting the Actions of 
Homer's Iliad into an exaét Journal. . 


Chryfes, King of Chryfeis, and Prieft of Apollo, 
comes to redemand his Daughter, who was carried 
otf at the taking of that City, and given to Aga- 
memnon for his Part of the Booty. The Refufal he 
receiv'd enrages Apollo; who for 9 Days fhower'd 
ing Darts upon them, which occafion’d the Pefti- 
ence. 

The roth Day, Achilles aflembles the Council, 
and encourages Calichas to {peak for the Surrender 
of Chryfeis to appeate Apollo, Agamemnon and A- 
chilles Atorm at one another, notwithitanding Aga- 
memnon will not releafe his Prifoner, unleis he has 
Brifeis in her Stead. After long Conteflations, 
wherein Agamemnon gives a g'orious Character of 
Achilles’s Valour, he determines to reftore Brifeis to 
her Father, and fends Two Heralds to fetch away 
Chryfeis from Achilles, who zbandens himfelf to 
Sorrow and Detpair, His Mother Thetis came to 
comfort him under this Affliction, and promiles 
to reprefent his 1orrowful Lamentations to Fupiter ; 
but he could not attend it ; for the Evening before, 
he had appointed to divert himfelf for two Days: 
beyond the Seas with the harmlets e£rhiopians, 

‘Twas the 2rft Day after Chry/eis’s Arrival to 
the Camp, that Thetis went very early to demand 
an Audience of Fupiter. The Means he ufes to 
fatisfy her were, to pores the Greeks to attack 
the Trojans ; that fo they might perceive the Conte- 
quence of contemning Achilles, and the Miferies 
they fuffer if he does not head them. The next 
Night, he orders Agamemnon ina Dream to attack 
them ; who was deceivd with the Hopes of ob- 
taining a Victory, and alfo taking the City, with- 
out fharing the Honour with Achilles, 

On the 22d in the we he affembles the 
Cpuncil, and having made a Feint of raifing the 
Siege and retiring, he declares to them his Dream, 
and, together with Ne/for and Ulyffes, retolves on 
an Engagement. 

This was the 23d Day, which is full of Inci- 
dents, and which continues from almott the Begin- 
ning 
























































































ning of the Second Cito to the Eighth. The Ar- 
mies being then drawn up in View of one another, 
Heitor brings it about, that AZenelaxs and Pars, 
the two Perions concern’d in the Quarrel, fhould 
decide it by a fingle Combat ; which tending to 
the Advantage of Adem/ons, was interrupted by a 
Cowardice infus'd by Adimrvz: Then both Ar- 
mies engage, where the Trojans have the Ditadvan- 
tage; but being afterwards animated by -dpollo, 
they repulte the Enemy, yet they are once again tor- 
ced to give Ground; but their Affairs were retriev’d 
by H.étor, who-has a fingle Combat with Aax. 
The Gods threw themfelves into the Battel, Funo 
and Minerva took the Grecians Part, and -dpollo 
and Adars the Trojaes: But Adars and Venus are 
both wounded by Dieta 

The Truce for burying the Slain ended the 23d 
Day ; after which the Grecks threw up a great In- 
trenchment to fecure their Navy from Danger. 
Councils are held on both Sides. On the Morning 
of the 24th Day, the Battle is renew'd, but ina 
very diiadvantagious Manner to the Greeks, who 
arc beaten back to their Retrenchments. Agamem- 
noa being in Defpair at this 111 Succels, propofes to 
the Counfel to quit the Enterprize and retire from 
Troy: But by the Advice ot Nejor, he is perfwaded 
to regain Achilles, by returning Brifeis, and fending 
him confiderable Preicnts. Hereupon, Ulyjfes and 
Ajax axe ient to that Hero, who continues inflexi- 
ble in his Anger. Ulyfes, at hus Return, joins 
himfelf with Diomedes, and gocs in the Night to 
gain Intelligence of the Enemy : They enter into 
their very Camp, where, finding the Centinels 
afleep, they made a great Slaughter, Rhefas, who 
was jult then arriv’d with Recruits from Thrace for 
the Trojans, was kill'd in that Action. Here ends 
the rcth Canto. The Sequel of this Journal will 
be inférted in the next Article from this Place. 

St. Fames's Coffee-houfe, April 22. 

We hear trom /taly, that notwithftanding the 
Pope has receiv’d a Letter from the Duke of Anjou, 
demanding of him, to explain himfelf upon ‘the 
Afiiir of acknowledging King Charles : His Holi- 
nels -has not yet thought fit to fend any Anfwer to 
that Prince. “The Court of Rome appears very much 
mortify’d, that they are not to fee his Majefty of 
Denmark in that City, having perhaps given them- 
felves vin Hopes from a Vifit made by a Proteftant 
Prince to that See. The Pope has difpatch’d a Gen- 
tlenian to compliment his Majelty, and fent the 
King a Prefent of all the Curiofities and Antiqui- 
ties of Reme, reprefented in Seventeen Volumes, 
very richly bound, which were taken out of the 
Vatican Library. Letters from Genoa of the r4th 
Inftont fay, a Felucca was arriv’d there in Five Days 
from Marfilles, with an Account, that the People 
of that City had made an Iniurrection, by Reafon 
of the Scarcity of Provifions, and that the Intendant 
hid order’d iome Companics of Marines, and the 
Men belonging to the Gallics, to ftand to their 
Arms to protect him from Violence; but that he 
began to be in as much Apprehenfion of his Guards, 
as thofe from whom they were to defend him. 
When that Vefiel came away, the Soldiers mur- 
murd publickly for Want of Pay, and it was ge- 
nerally believ’d, they would pillage the Magazines, 
as the Garifons of Grenoble, and other Towns 


. of France, had already done. A Veflel which 


Jately.came isto Leghorn, brought Advice, that the 
Britifh Squadron wes arsiv’d at.Port Mahon, where 
they were taking in more Troops, in order to at- 
tempt the Relic of Alicant, which {till made a ve- 
ry vigorous Defence. “Tis faid, Adiniral Byng will 
be at the Head of that Expedition. The King of 
Denmark was gone from Leghorn towards Lucca, — 
They write from Vienna, that in cate the Allies 
fhould enter into a Treaty of Peace with France, 
Count Zinzendorf will be appointed Firit Plenipo- 
tentiary, the Count de Goes the Second, and Mon- 
fieur Van Konsbrach a Third. Major General 
Palmes, Envoy Extraordinary from her Britannick 
Aajefty, has been very urgent with that Court to 
make their utmott Efforts againft France the entu- 
jig Campaign, in order to oblige her to fuch a 


Peace, as may eftablith tbe Tranquility of Exrope 
fer the future, + 

We are afio iform’d, That the Pope ufes all 
imaginable Shifts toclude tie Treaty concluded 
with the Emperor, and he dewanded the immediate 
Rettitution of Commacchio; infilting alfo, that his 
Imperial Majetty thould ask Pardon, and defire 
Abiolution for what has formerly pafs'd, before he 
would folemnly acknowledge King Charles: Bur 
this was utterly refuted. 

They hear at Vienna, by Letters from Confantino- 
ple, dated the 22d of February latt, That on the 12th 
of that Month the Grand Signior took Occafion, at 
the Celebration of the Feftivals of the A4ufidnecn, 
to fet all the Chriftian Slaves which were in the 
Galleys at Liberty. 

Advices from Snifftrland import, that the Preach- 
ers of the County of Tockenburg continue to create 
new Jealoufies of the Proteftants, and: that lately 
fome Dilturbances happen’d on that Account. The 
Proteftants and Papifts in the Town of Hamman 
go to Divine Service one after another in the fame 
Church,as is ufual in many Parts of Swifferland; but 
on Sunday the toth Inftant, the Curate having en- 
ded his Service, attempted to hinder the Protettants 
from entring into the Church according to Cuftom, 
but the Proteftants briskly ateack’d him and his 
Party, and broke into it by Force. 

Latt Night between teven and eight, his Grace 
the Duke of Marlboroxgh arriv'd at Court. 

From my on Apartment, April 22. 

The prefent great Captains of the Age, the Duke 
of Adarlborough and Prince Eugenc, having been the 
Subject of the Difcourie of the lait Company I was 
in, it has naturally led me into a Confideration of 
Alexander and Cafar, the Two greatett Names 
which ever appear'd before this Century. In order 
to enter into their Characters, there needs no more 
but examining théir Behaviour in Parallel Circum- 
ftances. It mult be allow’d, That they had an equal 
‘Greatnefs of Soul ; but Cefar’s was more corrected 
and allay’d by a Mixture of Prudence and Circum- 
{fpection. This is feen conipicuoufly in one Parti- 
cular in their Hiftories, wherein they feem to have 
ihown exactly the Difference of their Tempers, 
When Alexander, after a long Courfe of Victories, 
would ftill have led his Soldiers farther from Home, 
they unanimoufly refus'd to follow him. We meet 
with the like Behaviour in Cefar’s Army in the 
midft of his March againft Ariovijfus. Let us 
therefore obferve the Conduct of our Two Generals 
in fo nice -an Affair: And here we find Alexander 
at the Head of his Army upbraiding them with 
their Cowardice, and Meanneis of Spirit ; and in 
the End telling them plainly, he would go forward 
himfelf, tho’ not a Man followed hin. This fhow’d 
indeed an exceflive Bravery ; but how would the 
Commander have come off if the Speech had not 
fucceeded, and the Soldiers had taken him at his 
Word? The Project feems of a Picce with Mr. Bays’s 
in the Rehearfal, who, to gaina Clap in his Pro- 
logue, comes out, with a terrible Hangman in a 
Fur-Cap following him, and tells his Audience, 
If they would not like his Play, he would lic down 
and have his Head ftruck off. If this gaind a 
Clap, all was well ; but if not, there was nothing 
lett but for the Executioner to do his Office. But 
Cafar would not leave the Succefs of his Speech to 
{uch uncertain Events: He fhews his Men the Un- 
reafonableneis of their Fears in an obliging Man- 
ner, andconcludes, that if none elie would inarch 
along with them, he would go himitelf with the 
Tenth Legion, for that he was aflur’d of their Fide- 
lity and Valour, tho’ all the reft forfook him ; not 
but that in all Probability they were as muchagaini{t 
the March as the relt. The Retult of all was very 
natural: The Tenth Legion, fird with the Praifes 
of their General, fend Thanks to him for the juit 
Opinion he entertains of em; and the reft, atham’d 
to be outdone, aflure him, that they are as ready to 
follow where he pleafes to lead them, as any other 
Part of the Army whatloever. - 

Errata, In our laft, Col. 4. Lin. 55. for Difputas 
tion, read Difpenfation. . 
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